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Spring 2018 
________________________________________________________  
 
 

 ​                    ​WELCOME NEW STUDENTS!        ​     ​A 
 

 
Beckett Duncan, ​Grade 4 Grady Duncan, ​Grade 1 

 
Audrey Chen, ​Grade 5 Bella Huckaby, ​Grade 8 

 
Housen Chen, ​Grade 1 
 
 
 

 ​                    ​   ​    UPCOMING DATES        ​               ​ A 
 

March 12-16   Spring Break: NO LESSONS 

April 7  Romantic/Contemporary Festival 
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April 28  Ella Louise Burba Piano Contest (Grades 1-12)  

May 19  PWPA Studio Recital I  
1:00 pm, ​Westlake United Methodist Church 

May 19  PWPA Studio Recital II 
3:00 pm, ​Westlake United Methodist Church 

May 20  PWPA Studio Recital III 
2:00 pm, ​St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

June 21-24  TMTA Convention in Waco, TX 

 
 

         ​STEINWAY CONCERTO COMPETITION   ​ ​_  
 
Matthew Kim, 9th grade, won first prize in the Steinway                   
Piano Concerto Competition on Saturday, February 11th.             
Matthew earned top honors in the Senior division               
(9th-12th grade), performing Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto           
No. 3 in C major, Andante-Allegro. On January 27th,                 
Matthew performed the Prokofiev concerto in the local               
round of the TMTA performance Contest. He successfully               
qualified for state semi-finals of the 9-10th grade Piano                 
Concerto Performance Contest to be held in Waco, Texas                 
at the Texas Music Teachers’ Association state convention. 
 
 

 

                           ​  HOUSE CONCERT   ​  ​     _    __ __ 

 
This is going to be our most epic PWPA house concert yet! Robert McDonald is                             
joined by cellist Dr. Denise Ro, and will perform Ravel's virtuosic piano trio and                           
Schumann's sublime piano quartet, two masterworks of the chamber repertoire.                   
We recommend looking these pieces up before the concert on Spotify or                       
YouTube so you can hum along during their performances. 
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The concert will take place on Friday, April 6th at 7:00 pm at a studio home in                                 
Westlake. If you would like to attend the house concert, please contact Paula                         
Wong (​pwong1@austin.rr.com​) or Rachel Hart (​rachel.hart@tcu.edu​).  
 
 

       ONWARD TO STATE UIL SOLO CONTEST  ​ ​_ 

 
Khael Kugler and Quincy Johnson, students of Paula Wong, earned top ratings                       
in the piano solo category of their high school’s District UIL Solo & Ensemble                           
Contest. 
 

Quincy Johnson, a junior at Vista Ridge High school, performed Chopin’s                     
Polonaise in C # minor, Op. 26, No. 1. He received a “1” rating and will proceed to                                   
the State Solo Contest in May. Incidentally, Quincy has been taking formal piano                         
lesson for just over one year. Prior to that, Quincy was teaching himself to play                             
the piano, using internet resources and the practice rooms at his high school.                         
The Choir teacher at Vista Ridge noticed Quincy spending time in the practice                         
rooms and she referred him to UT Piano Professor Sophia Gilmson who                       
interviewed him and then referred him to Paula for formal lessons. Everyone                       
could take lessons from Quincy on the subjects of tenacity, dedication and                       
determination.   
 

Khael Kugler, a freshman at Westlake High School, performed Schubert’s                   
Impromptu in E flat major, Op. 90, no. 2, and also received a “1” rating at District                                 
Contest on February 24th. In order to receive a “1” rating and be eligible for State                               
contest, students must perform the solo from memory at a high level of musical                           
accomplishment. The State contest will take place at the University of Texas                       
Butler School of Music in late May.  
 
 

                  ​ ACMC SUMMER WORKSHOP   ​       ​  _ 
 
The Austin Chamber Music Center’s summer workshop is a program “open to all                         
instruments that sparks creativity, encourages collaboration, inspires 
practice, instills leadership, and demands fun!” This exciting opportunity is for                     
ages 7-18, will take place from June 6 -- June 22, and has overnight options and                               
financial aid available.  
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This is a great way to use your pianistic skills and learn to make music with other                                 
instruments in a small “Chamber ensemble.” There are many skills that this                       
experience adds for the student pianist: listening to others and adjusting and                       
adapting, keeping rhythm with others, sight-reading quickly and efficiently,                 
and more. BONUS: PWPA requires 6 summer lessons for each student to hold                         
your spot in the studio. PWPA will accept your ACMC summer workshop                       
attendance as “credit” for 2 of those 6 summer lessons.   
 
For more information, visit the ACMS website:   
http://austinchambermusic.org/summer-workshop/  
 

        MASTER CLASS WITH ARTINA MCCAIN     ​_ 

 
On Saturday, March 24th, from 9am to noon, PWPA will host a Master Class                           
with Dr. Artina McCain, professor of piano at the University of Memphis. Several                         
PWPA students will have the honor of playing a memorized performance for her                         
and receive instruction and comments in a “mini-lesson” format. 
 

Pianist Artina McCain enjoys a career as a pedagogue, solo and chamber 
musician nationally and internationally. Most recently, she has appeared at 

the Austin Civic Orchestra, Texas A&M International University Master 
Performers Series, Uptown/Downtown Concert Series and Cypress Creek 

FACE Promenade Series. Recent honors include an American Prize Winner, 
Austin Critics Table Award, and Global Music Award.  

She graduated from Southern Methodist University, Cleveland Institute of 
Music and University of Texas at Austin. Currently, she is an Assistant 

Professor of Piano University of Memphis. More details at 
www.artinamccain.com 

 

               BAROQUE/CLASSICAL FESTIVAL          ​_ 

 
Five PWPA students performed in the Baroque/Classical Festival on Saturday,                   
February 24. Congratulations go to: Anna Guan, Caroline Leath, Arianna Maurici,                     
Rachel Tong, and Ava Wang for their fine performances and Superior ratings.                       
Rachel Tong received a Superior Plus and has been invited to play in the Honors                             
Recital on March 24th. 
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