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UPCOMING DATES    
 

January 27  TMTA Performance Contest (Local Audition) 

February 3  Spring Theory Test 

February 11  Steinway Piano Concerto Competition 

February 24  Baroque/Classical Festival 

March 11  Schedler Scholarship Contest (Grades 6-8) 

April 7  Romantic/Contemporary Festival 

April 28  Ella Louise Burba Piano Contest (Grades 1-12)  

May 19-20  PWPA Studio Recitals (Times TBA) 

June 21-24  TMTA Convention in Waco, TX 
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                           ​  TMTA ENSEMBLE  ​      ​_    __ ___ 

 
If your piano student enjoyed playing piano “four-hand” repertoire (piano                   
duet) in the December recitals, then they may enjoy participating in the                       
TMTA Ensemble program.   
 
The ensemble consists of a group of pianists all playing together on a big                           
stage at the annual TMTA convention. It is fun to rehearse with others, learn                           
how to follow a conductor, and share your music skills as part of a larger                             
sound! Here are some of the details:   
 
WHERE​: This year the convention is in WACO, TX at the Waco Convention                         
Center.   
 
WHEN​: June 21-24; although most ensemble rehearsals and performance                 
require a 1-2 day stay only. 
 
REHEARSALS​: These take place on Saturdays during May and early June, at                       
either Capitol Music Center or at MusicMasters in Dripping Springs.   
 
WHAT​: There are 6 ensembles that come from AUSTIN, with varying levels of                         
difficulty.   
 
Ensemble Groups that rehearse at Capital Music​: 
  
Youngest group: 

A Suspenseful Situation: Melody Bober: Grand Duets for Piano Level 3;                     
published by Alfred 

  
Second group: 

Symphony No. 40: arr. Carol Matz: Alfred Premier Course Duet level 4;                       
published by Alfred 

  
Third Group: 

Celebration Overture: Catherine Rollin; published by Alfred  
  
  
Jodi Blount's High School group​: 
 
Sleigh Ride Duet Fantasy: Leroy Anderson; published by Alfred 
 
Santa's Wild Ride: Kevin Olson; published by FJH Music 
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Ensemble Groups that rehearse at MusicMasters Piano Showroom​: 
  
Jeannie's Middle School group: 

Don't Stop Believin': Journey, arr. Melody Bober; published by Alfred 
(Quartet) 

  
Brian's High School group: 

Concerto Bravo (1st movement): Kevin Olson; published by FJH Music 
Fanfare Toccata-Rondo: Dennis Alexander; published by Alfred 
(Both of these are duos) 

 
 
REQUIRED​: Students must have a passing theory grade to participate in an                       
ensemble. They must also commit to the rehearsals in May/June (student’s                     
cannot miss more than 2 rehearsals), and all ensemble members must                     
memorize the repertoire for the performance.   
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                           ​  HOUSE CONCERT  ​      ​_    __ ___ 

 
Joining Robert McDonald is mezzo Page Stephens, who will perform lesser 
known French art songs by Duparc and Chausson. Robert will play the final 
Schubert piano sonata, D. 960 in B flat major. This home concert will 
emphasize lyricism and melody in music, with all works featuring haunting, 
sweeping lines with simpler textures underneath them. 
 
The concert will take place on Saturday, January 27th. Please contact Paula 
Wong (​pwong1@austin.rr.com​) or Rachel Hart (​rachel.hart@tcu.edu​) if you’d 
like to attend! 
 

                          ​  TICKET EXCHANGE  ​      ​_    _ ___ 

 
All those hard-earned tickets can be exchanged during the last week of January 
for items in the VIRTUAL STORE! Your teachers will have pictures of the items for 
sale——here are a few:   
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               ​  TIPS FROM YOUR TEACHERS  ​ ​_  _ ___ 

 
Listen to MORE music! If you are working on something that Chopin composed 
for example, listen to more music that Chopin wrote!   
 
The link below is a Youtube video to check out:  This is John Mortensen, a college 
professor talking about the “10 things every serious pianist should do every day.” 
One of the “10 things” he advises is listening to A LOT of music composed by the 
composer you are playing.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFrhar5XexU  
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