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February 2, Saturday

Steinway Piano Concerto Contest

February 9, Saturday

Spring Theory Exam

February 23, Saturday

Baroque/Classical Festival

March 18-22

NO LESSONS - Spring Break

April 6, Saturday

Romantic/Contemporary Festival

April 7, Sunday

Paula Wong Piano Academy Concerto Concert

April 27, Saturday

Ella Louise Burba Piano Contest

May 24, Friday

Last day of lessons for Spring Semester

May 17, Friday
(6 pm)

Spring Recital | @ Westlake United Methodist Church

May 25, Saturday
(2 pm)

Spring Recital Il @ Westlake United Methodist Church

May 25, Saturday
(3:30 pm)

Spring Recital Il @ Westlake United Methodist Church

MOZART'S & MUSIC REPORT

Students took the stage at Mozart's Coffee Roasters on a cozy December
evening to perform their recital pieces for a caffeine-fueled audience. The best
part? The digital keyboard was cleverly positioned within a Steinway Concert
Grand piano case and entwined in a sculpture of gorgeous, colorful lights! (see
pictures below). A hearty thank-you to the following students who shared their

time and talents:

Ronit Bector
fiden Giroux
Graham Goodner
Wilkes Goodner
fnna Guan
Tate Jones
‘Natalie Jones

Charlie Filpatrick
Tilly Mitchell
frianna Maurici
frjun Mayekar
Tuca Montoya
‘Neel Prabhakar
Sloane Shell

Ty Smith
7lbby Tong
Rachel Tong
Jacob Wong
&van Yip
Tvy Yip




Kate Jones and Natalie Jones entertain the crowd on the evening'’s centerpiece,
the spangled Steinway.

THEORY 411

Why do we study theory and take theory exams? It can sometimes feel like
having an additional subject to study in school--a little combination of math,
music, and language. What's so important about it anyway?

The reasons we study music theory are not too different from the reasons that a
professional basketball player keenly understands rules about scoring, fouls, and
moving the ball. Music theory is the thread that connects everything we know
about music together to create the patchwork of our musical experience.

Understanding music theory helps us identify what makes music sound good.
It helps us understand why music has been written a certain way, why it evokes
certain emotions, or creates a particular ‘experience.” We are able to learn our
piano pieces more quickly when we can detect how a piece is constructed (for
example, the sonata form) or how chord progressions make it easier to predict
how the next few measures might sound. Sight reading becomes easier when



we have a solid grasp of all this notation on the page---notes, rests, intervals,
chords, everything you see on the page can make sense when you study theory.

Finally, the best part about understanding music theory is that it can help us
enjoy the music more! “Greater familiarity with the features of a composition
comes together with a greater capacity for expression when we play and lends
to a stronger relatability to the pieces we play. We will be able to spot unusual
features in a piece that violate the ‘rules’ learned, and then appreciate that the
composer has done something special.”

Adapted from Etyan Jun, “The Importance of Music Theory” and StringKick, “Why You
Should(n't) Learn Music Theory”

PIANO ENSEMBLE/CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVA

Abby Tong (grade 1) and Rachel Tong (grade 5) paired together for a piano duo
performance at the Piano Ensemble festival on Nov. 10th, 2018. They received a
Superior Plus rating (the highest allowed) and played on the Honors Recital for
this festival on Saturday, December 8th. Bravo!




